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SELECT COMMITTEE ON CHINA

January 15, 2026

Interim Director Mr. Brian Stone
National Science Foundation
2415 Eisenhower Ave
Alexandria, VA 22314

Dear Interim Director Stone:

I write to urge the National Science Foundation (NSF) immediately revoke access for all Chinese
entities to the NSF’s Advanced Cyberinfrastructure Coordination Ecosystem: Services & Support
(ACCESS) program. Specifically, entities affiliated with the People’s Republic of China
(PRC)—including institutions designated on U.S. government restricted entity lists—have
obtained approved access and login credentials via ACCESS to U.S.-funded high-performance
computing infrastructure. Some of the high-performance computing infrastructure utilize
graphics processing units (GPUs) that are export controlled. Given the strategic importance of
advanced compute resources for artificial intelligence, modeling and simulation, and other dual-
use technologies, these findings warrant a review of ACCESS eligibility, credentialing, and
oversight mechanisms to ensure protection of U.S. national security interests.

ACCESS is a national research cyberinfrastructure ecosystem that supports computational- and
data-intensive research. It plays a critical role in sustaining U.S. leadership in science and
technology, strengthening economic competitiveness, and advancing national security interests.'
It helps researchers and educators utilize the nation’s advanced computing systems and services
such as supercomputing applications, artificial intelligence, machine learning, big data analysis
and storage.” ACCESS was funded through a five-year, $52 million NSF award.’

Eligibility for ACCESS requires the user to be a U.S.-based researcher or educator. However,
international researchers who are not located in the United States may still obtain access through
a U.S.-based researcher who serves as the principal investigator (PI) on the ACCESS request and
allocation. An eligible PI may share their allocation by adding collaborators’ user accounts to the
project. These collaborators may include graduate or undergraduate students, as well as
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colleagues based outside of the United States. Additionally, there are multiple ways to obtain an
account and login credentials for ACCESS.*?

The Select Committee conducted an open-source review of entities that have registered for and
received approved accounts and login credentials under ACCESS. This review identified
numerous Chinese institutions that appear on current U.S. government restricted entity lists.
Identified entities include the People’s Liberation Army’s National University of Defense
Technology; all of the “Seven Sons of National Defense” ([Ef5 ) universities; and multiple
institutions co-administered by the State Administration for Science, Technology, and Industry
for National Defense (SASTIND, [E 5 [E B #HZ Tl 5), including the University of Science
and Technology of China.®
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ACCESS provides researchers with access to some of the United States’ most advanced federally
supported high-performance computing resources, including systems operated by the Pittsburgh

4 One way is to go through ACCESS registration and provide petitioner attributes which will then go through
the process of “Use Policy” acceptance, finalization, and notification.

5 Website, National Science Foundation, ACCESS Registration, https://registry.access-
ci.org/registry/co_petitions/petitionerAttributes/447048/token:138a2983a527731b960f8e2068d2f2dc1fd5d0
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5 Website, National Science Foundation, ACCESS ClLogon username affiliation identity provider,
https://cilogon.org/authorize?client_id=cilogon%3A%2Fclient_id%2F2be055700cdcb8393fe843843c563141
&nonce=0072dae1f21646ae929c06feb69d2d3a&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fallocations.access-
ci.org%2Flogin%2Fcilogon%2Fcallback&response_type=code&scope=openid%20email%20profile%200rg.ci
logon.userinfo&state=83d91e6c03810c0a5f8ca7c77a21a888
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Supercomputing Center, the Texas Advanced Computing Center, Texas A&M University, and
other major national providers. These facilities host cutting-edge computational infrastructure
critical to advanced research in artificial intelligence, modeling and simulation, and other dual-
use technology areas.” According to ACCESS operational documentation for Texas A&M
University’s Accelerating Computing for Emerging Sciences (ACES) system, the ACES cluster
includes advanced GPUs, including NVIDIA H100s.® The NVIDIA H100 is subject to U.S.
export controls and requires a license for export to certain foreign countries, including the PRC.’

In light of these findings, the Select Committee has concerns that ACCESS may be enabling
Chinese entities, including previously blacklisted entities, to circumvent the U.S. export-control
regime. By accessing U.S.-based high-performance computing resources remotely, these entities
may be able to conduct advanced simulations, data processing, and model training from within
China without ever having to obtain export-controlled GPUs or licenses and at the expense and
time of U.S. research timelines. This raises fundamental questions about whether current
ACCESS eligibility, allocation, and oversight mechanisms adequately account for national
security risks, deemed export risks, and align with the intent of U.S. export controls.
Additionally, these findings raise questions as to why institutions affiliated with the PLA and
China’s defense research establishment are being issued approved login credentials that allow
them to apply for compute time and access U.S.-funded supercomputing infrastructure.
Regardless of any partnership with a U.S.-based PI, Chinese entities, particularly blacklisted
ones, should not be granted access to advanced U.S.-funded computing infrastructure through the
NSF ACCESS program.

I respectfully request that NSF immediately review all PRC-based entities that have been
approved to have login credentials for the NSF ACCESS program. NSF, at a minimum, should
immediately revoke all login credentials and access to ACCESS—and the associated high-
performance computing resources—for any entity currently designated on a U.S. government
restricted or national security—related entity list.

Additionally, I request the following information by February 6, 2026.

1. Please provide a record of all Chinese entities that have been issued approved login
credentials under the NSF ACCESS program.

2. Please provide a list of Chinese entities that have been approved to access compute
resources through the NSF ACCESS program, including the specific projects, allocations,
and resource providers associated with each approval.

3. Has any Chinese entity or individual been granted access to U.S. supercomputing
infrastructure through the NSF ACCESS program during a period in which a U.S.-based
entity or individual was awaiting approval or allocation of compute time?

7 Website, National Science Foundation, Resource Providers, https://access-ci.org/about/resource-providers/
8 Website, National Science Foundation, ACCESS Active Resources, https://operations.access-
ci.org/resources/access-allocated

9 Publication, Hannah Dohmen and Jacob Feldgoise, Center for Security and Emerging Technology, A Bigger
Yard, A Higher Fence: Understanding BIS’s Expanded Controls on Advanced Computing Exports, December 4,
2023, https://cset.georgetown.edu/article/bis-2023-update-explainer/
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The Committee stands ready to work with NSF to ensure that U.S.-funded high-performance
computing infrastructure—built to advance American scientific leadership and economic
competitiveness—is not exploited by foreign adversaries to accelerate their technological or
military capabilities. Safeguarding access to advanced compute resources is essential to
protecting the integrity of the U.S. research enterprise and securing it against foreign threats.

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

e Mo

John Moolenaar
Chairman




