Appendix B: Examples of NASA-Funded Research and Collaborations of Concern'

We also found hundreds of articles jointly published by researchers from US research
institutions (including public universities and federal research facilities) and PRC institutions
that credit funding from NASA. There is one long-standing but poorly enforced prohibition on
conducting fundamental research with the PRC, which bans recipients of NASA funding from
engaging in bilateral participation, collaboration, or coordination with the PRC or Chinese-
owned companies, including informal research collaborations with Chinese universities.? (The
Amendment does not prohibit multilateral cooperation, so one common workaround is to
include additional parties to the cooperation.)

A search of open-source information appears to show more than a thousand publications that
evince this type of collaboration. These publications were funded at least in part by NASA
research in collaboration with the PRC. Dozens of these papers were jointly published with
individuals affiliated with the PRC’s Seven Sons of National Defense, and hundreds of papers
with individuals affiliated with the PRC’s Chinese Academy of Science. Many of these papers
also list PRC government funding. Most of these publications are from the last ten years, and
around 140 of them are from 2023-24 alone. Some raise national security concerns. For example:

e A collaboration with Chinese universities on land surface studies related to improving
the accuracy of remote sensing technologies, which has surveillance implications.> The
project received funding from both NASA and China's 863 Program, which is a program
that is directly supported by PRC military funding.

e A collaboration on a NASA-backed fog study in the Chukchi-Beaufort Seas with China's
Ocean University, which maintains a formal partnership with the PLA's Navy
Submarine Academy, including agreements on “mutual employment of teachers” and
“resource sharing.” * > The study's focus on the Chukchi-Beaufort Seas, a strategic area
for submarine operations, raises concerns about potential benefits to PLA Navy
capabilities in navigation and stealth activities.®

¢ Another study focused on satellite-derived sea surface temperature measurements with
researchers from the Ocean University of China, the Qingdao National Laboratory for
Marine Science and Technology, and the China Academy of Space Technology —which
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is part of a major PRC SOE that develops space satellites.” ® Furthermore, in addition to
receiving funds from NASA and NOAA, the study also received funds from the Science
and Technology Commission of the Central Military Commission.
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